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present himself as one having on a wedding garment, and
admissible at any other court or courtlet whatsoever, except
that of Ashantee. Let the reader honestly confess that he
envies Thingamby. Now, it is not improbable that the high
ministers at Delphi had a power equal to the Lord Chamber-
lain's of certifying on behalf of any man going on his travels,
were it Pythagoras or Solon, Herodotus or Plato, Anacharsis
or Thingamby (every one of whom was a traveller), that the
bearer is favourably known at Delphi. In the days of
Delphic grandeur such an introduction would bear a high
value at all the surrounding courts; and this value would
be multiplied in that age when the successors of Alexander
had founded thrones stretching all the way from the Oxus
to the Nile. But, after the Roman conquest of Greece and
of Macedon, all this would collapse. A large field of
economic services would still remain open to the temple;
but the atmosphere of sanctity, with the faith in super-
natural co-operation, would have suffered a shock. And the
local agents, that once in every district had emulously dis-
puted the glory of ranking in the long retinue of the god,
and of the great lady seated on the tripod, would no longer
find a sufficient indemnification for their labours in the glory
of the service. Delphi, like the " Times " newspaper, would
have to pay its agents; and the clouded splendours of the
Delphic shrine and temple would reflect themselves, as yeara
went on, in the dilapidations of the town. Delphi, the city,
must have been the creation of Delphi, the oracular temple ;
and the dismantlings of both must have gone on under the
same impulses, and through corresponding stages; so that
either would reflect sufficiently to the other its own ruins
and superannuations. When earthly grandeurs, however,
were gone, there would still survive a large arrear of humbler
and economic services, by which a decent revenue might be
secured. And the true reason why the ceasing of Oracles
was so variously timed and so vaguely dated is to be looked
for precisely in this variable declension of humbler ministra-
tions, through local ebbs and flows in casual advantages of
position. The case recalls to my eye a scene exhibited in
certain streets of London very early on a summer morning
nearly forty-four years ago. It was high summer, in the